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“Ethnobiology in the 21st Century: reflecting on the Declaration of Belém 30 years on”

The International Society of Ethnobiology’s (ISE) 5th Pre-Congress Workshop for Emerging Ethnobiologists
2-6 August 2018
Sirituba, Brazil
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Applications are now being accepted: deadline June 11th 

In 2010, emerging ethnobiologists from around the world joined together in Tofino, Canada and created the International Network of Emerging Ethnobiologists (INEE) at the ISE’s 1st student and early career professionals pre-congress workshop. Since then, ISE student representatives have organized a biennial pre-congress workshop to create the space for students, recent graduates and early career professionals from around the world to form lasting relationships and discuss key topics in ethnobiology. 

Workshop theme:
As we celebrate the 30th anniversary of the Declaration of Belém and the founding of the International Society of Ethnobiology, we feel it is appropriate to take this opportunity to reflect on the contemporary context of our discipline, and the ethical challenges we face as emerging ethnobiologists today. As early-career researchers, we must learn from our forebears, while also challenging and building upon received wisdom and practices to address the social and environmental challenges of our age. Therefore, the proposed theme of the student workshop for 2018 is a reflection on the Declaration of Belém, and on contemporary ethical issues in ethnobiology, in accordance with the Conference theme for the 2018 ISE congress in Belém, and with the 2016 pre-congress workshop in Uganda, which addressed research ethics and participatory research. 
Hunn (2007) identifies four phases in the evolution of the discipline of ethnobiology: 1) an initial utilitarian, etic, and largely descriptive scholarly endeavour; 2) an ‘ethnoscientific’ approach characterised by linguistic and cognitive research and an emic perspective; 3) a focus on ecology and the links between knowledge and action, particularly in resource management; and 4) an indigenous ethnobiology concerned with the relationships between knowledge and power. The Declaration of Belém, developed by Darrell Posey, was a key document for initiating this fourth phase. Alexiades (2003) likewise describes the context and emerging challenges of ethnobiology in the third millennium, including issues concerning validation, commoditization, and politicization of traditional knowledge, environmental crises, and the growth of social movements around issues of environmental and social justice. These challenges are associated with conflicts over rights, access, control and ownership of natural resources and traditional knowledge in an increasingly interconnected and technological world. These challenges define the landscape that we, as emerging ethnobiologists, must navigate as we forge a path for the future.

Workshop Objectives and Goals:
· To bring together a range of critical perspectives on ethical practice and epistemic justice in ethnobiology, from both within and outside of academia
· To dissect and discuss the relevance and limitations of the Declaration of Belém and the ISE Code of Ethics 30 years since the Declaration was first drafted, in light of contemporary issues in ethnobiology
· To share and discuss personal experiences and ongoing challenges in maintaining best ethical practice in our work and working relationships 
· To provide an open, respectful and safe space for participants and mentors to engage in meaningful discussion
· To provide a space for engaging with methods and theories in practice

When:
The workshop will be held from 2-6 August 2018 in Sirituba, Brazil, just prior to the ISE’s 16th Congress in Belém. Confirmed indigenous and academic mentors will attend from Canada, United-States, Taiwan, Brazil, and French Guiana to offer guidance and share their experiences and expertise.
If you choose to participate, you will be required to be present for the full duration of the workshop. All participants must arrive in Belém prior to departure on the morning of August 2nd. On August 6th, participants will travel together to the ISE congress venue in Belém. 

Program:
The program of presentations, discussions, and field trips will begin in the afternoon of August 2nd following travel and some time to settle in. Mentors will give presentations and run workshops surrounding ethical issues in ethnobiological research, including several “ethics in action” sessions which will examine challenges mentors have faced themselves as researchers and indigenous citizens, from ethical, legal, and policy perspectives. Students will also have the opportunity to present their own research for feedback in the evenings. Several practical sessions will be scheduled for the preparation of a presentation- in a format of attendees’ choosing- to be given at the main congress. Local field trips will introduce attendees to riverine lifestyle, medicinal plants and animals, and weaving. The group will return to Belém together on the afternoon of August 6th in time for the main congress.

Outputs:
Attendees will collectively prepare a presentation for the main congress in a format chosen by the attendees themselves (at the 2016 workshop for emerging ethnobiologists, participants produced a video presentation). The presentation will include reflections on the workshop theme and activities, and ideas for the future.  
In keeping with the workshop theme, we will summarize important reflections around the Declaration of Belém and the ISE Code of Ethics, which will be posted on the ISE website. During the workshop, we will consider and discuss the possibility of publishing the results of workshop discussions, under the names of all attendees, in an academic journal.

Accommodation:
Attendees will meet at a hostel (to be confirmed) in Belém on the 1st August and travel together to Sirituba (in the Brazilian Amazon basin) on August 2nd, where we will stay with a riverine community in the traditional accommodation of the várzea. This consists of hammocks in raised, open-sided wooden homes which are designed to cope with living in an environment that is regularly inundated with water. Local cooks will supply a menu including freshly caught local fish, as well as açaí berries and local produce. Those with special dietary requirements such as vegetarians will have the opportunity to purchase additional supplies at the local market en route to the workshop venue. 
Participants are required to obtain proper visas to Brazil, please see your home country’s consular advice. A yellow fever vaccine is also required for travel in the Amazon region, see your countries advice on necessary and recommended vaccinations for travel in Brazil.

Cost:
The total cost of the workshop is $250 USD per person. This fee covers accommodation and food at the workshop venue, field trips, as well as travel from and returning to Belém. Attendees will need to cover their own travel expenses to Belém and accommodation in Belém. 

Applications:
Please see the Call for Applicants for more information.

Information:
For more information on the ISE’s 5th Pre-Congress Workshop for Emerging Ethnobiologists, please contact the ISE Student Representatives Jennie Harvey (jennie.harvey@canterbury.ac.uk) and Michel Rapinski (micheal.rapinski@umontreal.ca).

For more information on the ISE and the upcoming congress see:
ISE Website- http://www.ethnobiology.net/
Congress Website- https://www.ise2018belem.com 
The Declaration of Belém can be viewed here http://www.ethnobiology.net/what-we-do/core-programs/global-coalition-2/declaration-of-belem/
And the ISE code of ethics here http://www.ethnobiology.net/what-we-do/core-programs/ise-ethics-program/code-of-ethics/ 

Other references/recommended reading for participants:
Alexiades, M. N. (2003). Ethnobotany in the Third Millennium: expectations and unresolved issues. Delpinoa, 45, 15-28. 
Hunn, E. (2007). Ethnobiology in four phases. Journal of Ethnobiology, 27(1), 1-10.
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